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SARUINIA 


Union Mills — Custom Carding, Grinding and Flouring. 


By Ethelyn Weller 


Sardinia was formed from the Town 
of Concord on March 16, 1821, 17 days 
before Erie County was separated from 
Niagara County. It shares its birthday 
with the Town of Collins, which also 
was taken from the Town of Concord. 


All of Western New York was in- 
volved, after the American Revolution, 
in land boundary disputes between 
New York State, Massachusetts, and 
Pennsylvania. After these were solved, 
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the rights of the Indians had to be 
settled as well. Within all this land 
were Indian properties of the Six Na- 
tions or Iroquois Federation amount- 
ing to over 5 million acres. This prop- 
erty was much desired by the white 
settlers. The largest amount of this 
Western New York land was purchased 
by Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gor- 
ham for about $1 million. It was still 
subject to Indian occupancy, and when 
Phelps and Gorham were unable to 
meet the necessary payments for this 
tremendous deal, they offered the west- 
ern most part of the tract for sale. 


Thus, Sardinia came to be located in 
the southeast corner of Erie County 
and comprised all of Township 7, range 
5; a fraction of Township 6, with lots 
in Township 7, range 6; and a portion 
in Township 6, range 6. Cattaraugus 
Creek is the southern boundary of the 
town, with Wyoming County to the 
east and Cattaraugus County to the 
south across the creek. 


As mentioned before, Sardinia was 
separated from Concord in 1821 and 
originally included Springville and a 
southeast part of the present Town of 
Concord. However, both Sardinia and 
Concord were displeased over this de- 
cision, and on May 1, 1822, these boun- 
dary lines were changed, giving both 
towns their present areas and leaving 
Springville in the Town of Concord. 


Sardinia was first settled at about 
the same time as several other Erie 
County towns. The first pioneer to 
come into the area was George Rich- 
mond, who arrived from Vermont in 
the spring of 1809. He was accom- 
panied by two sons, George, Jr., and 
Frederick. His wife and other children 
joined the men later in summer. He 
opened a tavern in 1811, the first in 
Sardinia. 


In the summer Ezra Nott arrived, 
accompanied by two cousins, Asa and 
Sumner Warren, and the next year a 
good many other settlers arrived. These 
included Horace Rider, Henry God- 
frey, Randall Walker, Benjamin Wil- 
son, Daniel Hall, John Cook, Smith- 
field Ballard, Elihu Rice, and Giles 
Briggs, whose son was the first child 
born in Sardinia. All these early pio- 
neers had come from New England. 
Sumner Warren built the first sawmill 
in the town and also owned several 
other lots on which the Village of Sar- 


dinia was developed. He later sold his 
mill to Abel Abbey, who had moved 
into the town in 1813. 


The little hamlet grew. There were 
the usual necessary saw and grist mills, 
a blacksmith shop, and a tannery. Both 
Richmond and Briggs opened taverns, 
which seemed to be a standard neces- 
sity of the day because of the poor 
roads and long distances between settle- 
ments . These soon became social and 
political centers in the area. Living 
was crude, and there were few oppor- 
tunities for the settlers to get together 
for social reasons. 


Richmond’s tavern went down in 
history for the celebration put on there 
on July 4, 1811. There was food and 
drink and a small orchestra. The guests 
danced until almost morning. This was 
probably the first such gathering since 
these settlers had come to this lonely 
area, and it would be the last for awhile. 
This patriotic celebration was one of 
the very eariest such events in Erie 
County, while it was still actually part 
of Niagara County. 


The first store of importance was 
opened in Sardinia in 1821 by Chaun- 


Log Tavern owned by Giles Briggs. 
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Sardinia Mills, R. Simon & Son, Proprietors. 


cey Hastings, but before this Elihu 
Rice sold small items of merchandise 
from both his home and a room in 
Briggs’ tavern. This naturally became 
a gathering place for the settlers, and 
the hamlet that developed was called 
Rice’s Corners for several years. Dur- 
ing the War of 1812 Rice attained some 
fame for his military achievements and 
was made a major while in the service. 


Also about 1820 a young physician 
from Rhode Island came to Sardinia as 
the town’s first general practitioner. 
This was Dr. Bela H. Colegrove, who 
went on to become a noted surgeon. 
His practice extended in all directions 
and as far south as Pennsylvania. His 


home also became a busy center for the 
settlers for a time when he engaged in 
local politics. He was town supervisor 
and in 1822 was elected to the state as- 
sembly. This section of the town was 
called Colegrove’s Corners. Today this 
is the busy community of Protection, 
partly in Sardinia, but with a large sec- 
tion also in Holland. 


Small railroads were planned for the 
town but usually ended in disappoint- 
ment. However, a line which later be- 
came the Buffalo, New York & Phila- 
delphia reached Sardinia in 1871. This 
was a help to the farmers as it gave 
them better facilities for getting pro- 
duce to market. Unfortunately, it did 
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not benefit the village to any great ex- 
tent since it passed far to the east of the 
Village of Sardinia. However, the ham- 
lets of Protection and Chaffee were 
situated on this line, and it aided much 
in their growth. In 1878 another rail- 
road was built. This was a narrow 
gauge road called the Springville & 
Sardinia Railroad. It operated into the 
1880’s. A sesquicentennial marker com- 
memorates this unique enterprise. 


Chaffee was a busy village. It was 
located at the junction of the two rail- 
road lines. It was named after the Hon. 
Bertrand Chaffee, who was the presi- 
dent of the Springville & Sardinia line. 


In 1879 E. M. Sherman opened a 
grocery store in Chaffee and was also 
appointed postmaster. In those days it 


was quite a usual thing for the post 
office to be in a busy general store, and 
the merchant who owned it was, of 
course, the logical person to be ap- 
pointed as postmaster. 


On July 4, 1895, three stores and 
some other buildings in Chaffee were 
burned. This seemed to be the most 
common fate of so many buildings in 
those days. In the first place, there were 
always great quantities of wood in all 
these structures, and added to that, few 
villages had any adequate fire protec- 
tion beyond a possible bucket brigade. 


Other small settlements developed 
in the town. Two of these were Prat- 
ham and Madison Corners. Pratham 
was in the west part of Sardinia and 
Madison Corners was in the north. 
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Nelson R. Hopkins 


Residence. 


The main business interests in both 
places in the 1800’s were a sawmill and 
a cheese box factory. This was dairy 
country with many cheese factories, 
and the manufacture of cheese boxes 
was a good industry. 


The Village of Sardinia started as a 
very small place with actually only 
three or four houses in it as late as 1821. 
Then Chauncey Hastings opened a 
store which brought customers who, 
seeing this as a good part of the town, 
established homes and farms in the 
area. After this the town grew rapidly. 
Hastings also operated a hotel in the 
town for some time. Not long after 
1820 George S. and Thomas Collins 
established a carding mill and 15 years 
later, established a woolen factory. 


In addition to the earlier type of en- 
terprises there were newer, more mod- 
ern ones. A post office was opened in 
1870. There was also now a hardware 
store, a small pharmacy, a planing mill, 
and for a time a woolen factory. There 
was a shoe shop, and all the stores kept 
enlarging the types of merchandise they 
were able to offer their customers. 
Dairy farms were established early, and 
at one time there were 10 cheese fac- 
tories in the town. 


Religious services were held in Sar- 
dinia at the close of the War of 1812, 
but no organized church society was 
started until about 1820. This was a 
Baptist society and the first pastor was 
Rev. Jonathan Blakely. It is known 
that Methodist services were also held 
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as early as 1821. Records show that 
they met in homes and schools. A 
church was built, however, in 1842, 
which was later abandoned and used 
as a store when a new church was 
erected in 1882. 


There were two churches in Chaffee, 
a Baptist, and a Methodist, and both 
erected new buildings about 1896. A 
Roman Catholic society was organized 
in Pratham in 1869, but discontinued 
about 20 years later. 


Sardinia went through the usual pro- 
cess of small rural schools. The first 
teacher was Anna Richmond, daughter 
of the town’s first pioneer, George 
Richmond, who taught a class in her 
father’s home as early as 1812. The 
eastern part of Sardinia had to wait 
until 1818, when a log school was built. 
There is also a record that states that 
Melinda Abbey taught a summer class 
in her home in 1813. Jonathan Briggs 
had the long-standing record of being 
a teacher in the village for over 50 
years. 


In Sardinia in very early days, farm- 
ers were much bothered by wolves 
which destroyed the animals on their 
farms. A system of bounties was there- 
fore set up and placed in the town laws 
as early as 1822. A bounty of $5 was to 
be paid for every full-grown wolf and 
$1.50 for every whelp caught and killed 
in the town. This, however, did not 
stop the killings, and in 1828 the 
bounty on wolves was raised to $10. It 
was stipulated, however, that any 
wolves now killed must be brought in 
bodily, hide and hair, before the 
bounty would be paid. There were 
other peculiar laws entered or. these 
town books. One was that yoked hogs 
should be considered as “free Com- 
moners.” 


Sardinia Town Hall, formerly a Baptist Church. 


It was also noted that Giles Briggs 
was to be paid for four gallons of whis- 
key for use by the town. This proved 
to be a rather confusing statement 
about which some controversy arose. 
An explanation was then attempted 
when it was stated that the whiskey was 
to be used as a “tonic” for road build- 
ers, who were men working during the 
annual repair and occasional construc- 
tion of the local roads. How many 
times this arrangement was repeated 
was not recorded. 


In those early days roads were main- 
tained by the settlers. A town was 
usually divided into road districts with 
each having an appointed supervisor, 
who would be one of the pioneers. The 
farmers of the district were then each 
assigned a certain number of hours or 
days as their time to work on the road, 
usually in the spring when the roads 
were in a bad condition after a winter’s 
ice and snow. 


This work meant that an attempt 
was made to level the roads, fill in holes 
where necessary, and occasionally widen 
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a much used road. When a new road 
was constructed, outside help was usu- 
ally hired when graders and other ma- 
chines were brought in. The farmer’s 
time spent on the road work was care- 
fully recorded, and each was given tax 
credit for the work. This system con- 
tinued for many years until the heavier 
trafic of our more modern world de- 
manded construction and maintenance 
by more efficient means. 


Sardinia is unique in that it spon- 
sored and successfully ran annually be- 
tween 1927 and World War II, a real 
“country” fair, with exhibits of live- 


stock, vegetables and fruits, household 
articles and goods, along with a midway 
and contests. 


Sardinia is in a rich dairy section of 
Erie County. Today there are good 
roads, state, county, and town, well 
maintained. There are homes that date 
back to early days, cared for or in many 
cases remodeled and modernized. The 
automobile has brought such typical 
industries into the town as garages and 
gas stations. Other businesses and in- 
dustries in the town have also followed 
trends toward modern living and work- 


ing. 


J. S. Simons Residence. 
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